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Ram Jack Takes On Daring Foundation Replacement
Big Sandy, Tennessee

Big Sandy is home to a range of single family homes. 
The Ram Jack team received a call from a contractor 
regarding an emerging problem with a property 
located on Kentucky Lake, Big Sandy, Tennessee. 

PROBLEM
A car port had been turned into a garage with living 
quarters above. Unfortunately, the foundation 
appeared to be a floating slab that was settling. No 
footer was present. The garage apartment has a 
cross-tie wall as a foundation. It was in an alarmingly 
poor condition. The cross-ties were deteriorating, 
causing the wall to separate and bow out. Upon 
receiving this information, Ram Jack and the contractor 

arranged to meet at the property for an appointment 
one week later. While on his way to the appointment, 
the contractor contacted Laurie Beals of Ram Jack 
Tennessee to inform her that he could not handle the 
job. Ram Jack met with the building’s owners who were 
struggling to find someone to resolve their issues. 

PROPOSED SOLUTION
It didn’t take Ram Jack long to see that the job would 
be a risky one, but still: they saw how desperate the 
building owners were for help and did not hesitate 
to propose a solution. Ram Jack swiftly proposed the 
removal of all cross-ties surrounding the building, 



while temporarily shoring with Ram Jack driven piles as 
necessary. They went on to build a new foundation per 
building code. The team also saw the need to fill the 
void under the garage with high-density foam.

OUTCOME
The project went as expected. Ram Jack began on 
the right side of the structure, removing all cross-ties. 
The area was supported by Ram Jack driven piles with 
guide sleeves. The team dug a new footer for code 
and replaced the cross-tie wall with new CMU grouted 
blocks. The team then moved to the left side wall and 
repeated the process again. Once the structure was 
secure on both sides, the team repeated the same 
process on the rear wall. Ram Jack is always up for a 

challenge, and this project was no exception.
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Residential Installation
Ram Jack Tennessee

Products Used
2 7⁄8" Driven Piles

Product Type
Remedial - Driven

Typical Applications
Ram Jack’s 2 7⁄8” diameter driven 

steel pilings are slip jointed 
allowing for a smooth and 

homogeneous pile.
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Custom Engineered 
Solutions Rooted in 
Quality.

Everything an 
Engineer Needs

At Ram Jack®, we are focused on providing custom-engineered solutions that meet the unique 
needs of our commercial clients. You can move forward with confidence knowing we maintain 
code compliance, providing piles and brackets that reach the highest rating among competitors’ 
products recognized by ESR-1854. Our company has the most products recognized by the ICC 
and boast an ISO 9001:2015 certified manufacturing facility.

We have the facility to design and fabricate custom products—we are the one-stop solution 
for engineers and even offer our own in-house engineers for assistance with your project. If you 
need assistance with foundation designs, we also provide engineer tools and resources and our 
engineers can work with the project’s EOR to develop a custom-designed solution.

The Ram Jack Technical Manual provides 
engineers with the information that you 
will need to understand, design, and 
specify Ram Jack's helical and driven 
piles. It also provides information verifying 
compliance with current building codes 
and ICC-approved acceptance criteria. 
 
Everything an engineer could ever want 
and need to know about Ram Jack 
Helicals and Driven Piles in one book. If 
you or your firm would be interested in 
a Ram Jack Technical Manual, please 
contact your local Ram Jack dealer by 
emailing info@ramjack.com.
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